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            Part 1





       It was early autumn within the Evergreen Forest, a massive plain of woodland, the largest in all Eternia.      Lord Adam, also known as He-Man to many, rode in the saddle atop his green and yellow striped tiger Battle Cat through the western area of the Evergreen.   Teela, captain of the Eternos Guard, rode alongside on her white horse Arion.    Teela noticed that Lord Adam had been very silent during their long trek back to Eternos.    Perhaps it had been because Teela had pestered Adam to take her on one of the long travels he usually took through out the light hemisphere of the planet.     Lord Adam had had enough of Teela's constant plees so he agreed to take her on his trip to visit with his friend, Rio Blast, within a trade city in the northern section of the aptly named Rio Valley. 





     "Lord Adam." said Teela trying to spark a conversation with the Vulnarian in the deafening silence,  "I want to thank you for taking me along on your trip to the trade city of Minos.    It is very rare that I get a chance to leave the walls of Eternos City."      Lord Adam glanced over to Teela and flashed a smile.    "You are very welcome.   Your constant prodding was well worth it.     I enjoyed your company.    It was more pleasant than my grumpy tiger friend.   His appetite can get annoying from time to time."        Battle Cat grumbled slightly at the comment.    "At least my appetite isn't as annoying as your constant  ventures into the bedrooms of every wench you encounter when we are always set to go anywhere."    Teela hid her face as she blushed at the comment.     She had been, on many occasions,  the "wench" Battle Cat referred to whenever Lord Adam would visit Eternos.        Adam stayed silent for a moment and then said  "It seems both of us have our quirks Battle Cat.   That is what makes us such good  companions on travels and in battle."       Suddenly the merry talk was broken by a woman's scream.








       Lord Adam heard the scream and his immediate reaction was to answer the distress.    "Battle Cat!   Hurry towards the sound of the scream." commanded the Vulnarian.       Battle Cat silently obeyed and took off with a leap and a bound.     Teela and her mare were left in the dust since all tigers of the Golden Isles were faster than any horse in the land.      Battle Cat and He-Man arrived at a disturbing sight.        A young auburn haired woman was tied to a sacrificial stake mounted above a fire pit.      The woman was bare breasted and her face and chest were smothered with blue paint.    Two scarlet cloaked druids sat cross legged around the fire pit and sacrifice in prayer.         Their satanic prayers were broken by the  interruptive  arrival of the Vulnarian and battle tiger.      Both druids jumped to their feet and began shouting in strange tongues.     Not wasting any time with the likes of druids of the Shigora Order He-Man  ripped two combat daggers from his gray harness.        The warrior hurled the daggers with great precision at the scarmbling druids.     One druid was impaled in the throat while the other was struck in the chest.       Both of them fell to the ground as He-Man dismounted and hurried over to the young woman to be sacrificed.         The Vulnarian ripped apart the ropes that binded the woman and lifted her to safety.        Teela arrived just as Adam set the woman down.     





      The woman knelt at He-Man's feet and said  "Thank you kind sir.  I can never repay you for the service you have done me."       Then, all of a sudden, a mass of rustling was heard around the site and dozens of female archers emerged with razor tipped arrows pointed at He-Man and his companions.       "Lower your arms sisters.     These are my rescuers they must not be harmed."     After that was said all of the female archers lowered their weapons and made their way out of the brush to He-Man and their sister.     Teela dismounted from her horse and stood over by Lord Adam.    The young woman looked to the faces of He-Man and Teela and said  "I apologize for the actions of my sisters.    Upon their arrival they must have thought you were my kidnappers but I have convinced them otherwise."    He-Man looked down at the bare breasted young woman and said "I hope those Shigora scum did not inflict harm upon you"         The young woman smiled up at Adam.    "They did not.    I am Keera, apprentice warrior of the Ilmara tribe."        "I am Lord Adam of the He Valley and this is Teela of Eternos and my tiger friend Battle Cat." said He-Man in greeting.        Keera looked upon Adam with a warm smile on her face.   "All three of you look weary.    Come with us to our village where you shall get the hospitality you deserve."      Adam and his companions accepted Keera's offer and after a trek into the center of the Evergreen Forest they came to the village of the Ilmara warrior tribe.





       As they walked through the village He-Man noticed that the entire village population was female.     Some of them wore garments to cover their nakedness but ,as Teela silently noticed, Keera and several others were not afraid to  go bare breasted.      "Keera," said Lord Adam,  "Where are the men of your village?   They all seem to be away."    Keera giggled.   "There are no men in our tribe at all.     We are all sisters."       Adam raised an eyebrow.   "Then how have you all come to be?   A man along with a woman are needed to conceive a life."         Keera pointed over to a decorated hut.     "All Ilmara are given life by the Life Mother." Then she pointed over to an adjoining and equally decorated hut.   "There lives Eshara.  She trains us in the ways of battle only in order to uphold the peace that exists in our village."         "Have your people even been engaged in battle?" asked Teela.      Keera's long auburn hair tossed through the air as she turned to look at Teela.   "A few times.  Against evil forces that plague this forest and seek to raid and destroy our village."       Keera soon lead her new friends to her hut.    Battle Cat layed down on the mossy ground beside the hut as Lord Adam and Teela proceeded to follow Keera inside.       Keera pulled on a lavender robe and beckoned Adam and Teela to sit with her on the floor.          After a nourishing meal Keera began to ask questions of Adam.     "Lord Adam, you said earlier that you are from the He Valley.  Do you know the tribe of Vulnar?"         Lord Adam nodded.   "I grew up amongst the Vulnarian people and became one of their tribe.  Sadly I am all that remains."        Keera's eyes grew wide in surprise.   "The Vulnar are gone?   What happened?"       "My tribe was destroyed two years ago by the vile forces of Skeletor, Lord of Snake Mountain."  replied Adam.       "I am sorry to hear that.    My sisters used to conduct trade with the Vulnar.   We have not done this in several years."        








       Lord Adam and Keera talked into the night.     Teela had gone for a walk within the village grounds to explore this tribe of peaceful warrior women.     "My people held the same values that your people do." said Adam.      Keera nodded.   " It was our common values of peace that drew our people together to trade."        The pleasant sounds of autumn night were broken by war cries.        He-Man shot to his feet as did Keera.    Keera hurried out of her hut followed by the Vulnarian.       As Keera looked to the sky she gasped in horror.   "I knew it would only be a matter of time before that vile monster came to our village."    He-Man looked up into the darkness and was amazed at what he saw.     The creature that flew through the sky was odd in appearance.      The creature's body was that of a lion with shaggy fur with large feathered wings outstretching from it's back.     It had a long dragon tail and lion paws in the front and eagle talons in the back.       The creature had two heads.     One was a lion head and the other was an eagle head.     He-Man figured this monster was a cross between a chimera and a griffin.       Keera caught sight of He-Man's gaze of amazement.    "That is Ghondra the twin headed beast of the skies.    The last we heard he has been traveling across the light hemisphere to torment the people of the surface."    





         Arrows alight with flame were launched high into the night sky by the Ilmara's brigade of archers.     Ghondra flew too high for the fire arrows to touch him.   The creature spat flames from his lion head and the flames touched down to the ground incinerating Ilmara women who were unfortunate enough to be in the path of destruction.       He-Man saw this and tore away from Keera's side.      Using his great strength the Vulnarian ripped a massive tree from the ground and, taking careful aim, hurled the tree into the sky directly at the creature.     The eagle head of Ghondra saw this and fired an optic blast of energy from it's eyes and incinerated the tree.       Ilmara swordswomen climbed onto the backs of large bird creatures called Orgons and took off into the sky after Ghondra.         The Orgons circled closely to the levithan creature close enough for the swordswomen to slash at Ghondra's flesh.            Teela hurried over to He-Man and watched as Ilmara  warriors fell to their deaths as the Ghondra creature struck down Orgons with his massive paws and talons.       Just as soon as he had arrived Ghondra departed into the heavens.         Keera fell to her knees and began to sob at the sight of seeing the deaths of some of her sisters.    He-Man knelt down by her side to comfort her.        





    He-Man looked into Keera's emerald eyes and said "That creature will not get away with the terror he has brought to the hearts of you and your people.      I will kill Ghondra and the Sword of Power shall taste that behemoth's blood fairly soon."           "It is said that Ghondra has a lair in the mountains of the Sands of Fire but no soul has dared ever to venture there." said Keera.        He-Man  stood and said   "I will set out for the Sands of Fire in the morning.  It may take a few days but I will reach Ghondra's lair."          "I'm going with you." said Teela,  "You cannot sway me otherwise."    He-Man nodded.    Keera got to her feet.    "I am sure I can convince Eshara to lead a band of the finest Ilmara warriors to come with you.      I shall also come along."          Battle Cat's stomach rumbled.    "I'm in too.    Perhaps the meat from Ghondra's bones will fill my  stomach."          He-Man glanced over to Battle Cat and flashed a grin "Then it is settled.    We shall begin our journey to the Sands of Fire tomorrow but perhaps we should go to Eternos first and rally the aid of some of my friends."         Keera nodded in agreement.    "Let it be written and done."   
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