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     Early in the morning Keera found He-Man sitting on the ground at a small campfire he had made the night before.     The bare breasted warrior girl sat down beside the Vulnarian.    "I wondered where you had gotten to, my lord.  I am most surprised that you did not spend the night in my hut."    Adam looked at Keera with a gentle glow in his blue eyes.   "I needed to spend the night under the stars.    Nature's air has also got me to thinking of our plans."    Keera's eyes grew wide with delight.   "I almost forgot to tell you.  I met with Eshara just at dawnbreak.     She has agreed to accompany us with a small band of my sisters."       Adam shifted his gaze into the fire.  "That is just it.     All night I thought of how easily Ghondra decimated the sisters of yours that dared to challenge him.      I cannot allow you or any of your sisters to risk their lives.   For that matter I cannot allow any of my friends from Eternos to risk their lives either."       Keera looked puzzled.   "Then how can we defeat that vile beast if we do not go to his lair in the Sands of Fire."         Adam turned to look into Keera's eyes.   "We will not go to face him.   I will alone."





     "You may be endowed with great strength, my lord, but you are still just a man.      You cannot believe you can slay that creature by your lonesome."   said Keera.         Lord Adam brought up both hands and caressed Keera's tender face.       "Ever since I was given my powers by the Elders I have believed I can rid Eternia of any evil, no matter how powerful, if I just focus myself."       Adam ran his fingers through Keera's soft auburn hair.    "You must leave me now.     I must meditate and prepare myself.    By the time you return to your village and tell your sisters of my decision I will already be at Ghondra's lair."       Keera got to her feet.   "How will that be?   The Sands of Fire are a trek of many days from here."       Adam nodded.   "That is true but with some help from a friend of mine I will be able to reach the Sands of Fire within a matter of moments.  Now please leave me."      Keera nodded.  "As you wish my lord.   Please return safely."      Keera turned away and headed back towards her village.     Battle Cat had been laying behind a nearby log during Adam's conversation with the Ilmara girl.   The tiger came over to his lord and stood beside him.      "You shall not go alone.   You weren't thinking of leaving me behind were you?"        He-Man looked upon Battle Cat and smiled.   "Of course not.   You are one of the keys to victory everytime I enter battle."          Adam then turned his gaze back to the fire and closed his eyes.





    Lord Adam  focused his thoughts.      "Goddess of Grayskull hear me.    I summon you to my aid.   Please come to me."   The flames of the campfire shifted into the ghostly image of the Goddess.   She was dressed in a garb of crimson cobra armor with a cobra staff at her side.   Adam opened his eyes and gazed upon the image of the deity.     "Goddess Teela'na I need your help.    I ask you to use your powers to send Battle Cat and I to the Sands of Fire."           The image of the Goddess then spoke.  "You wish to confront Ghondra, the beast of two heads.    I cannot sway you from your decision so I shall grant your request."        The image of Goddess Teela'na then faded and the flames of the campfire swirled about Lord Adam and Battle Cat.       Within a flash of flame the Vulnarian and battle tiger vanished.         The two of them reappeared within the flame scorched desert known as the Sands of Fire.    This region of the light hemisphere was prone to mild volcanic activity daily hence it's name.     Suddenly twin voices began to speak to the Vulnarian.   "You dare to enter our realm mortal?    You are not the first.      Many have challenged us and have not lived to see the next day's sunrise."          Adam and Battle Cat looked around.         "Up here." came the twin voices again.       The Vulnarian looked up at the volcanic mountain before him and saw the twin headed beast Ghondra staring down at him.            He-Man pulled the Sword of Power from his harness and glared at the creature.   "You are responsible for the deaths of innocent surface dwellers all over the light hemisphere.        It is time you pay for those deaths in blood."      





       The twin heads of Ghondra burst into laughter at the same time.   "Such bold words from a pitiful mortal." said the lion head.   "We shall accept your challenge and feed you your bold words when we destroy you."        Ghondra unfurled his mighty wings and took flight into the heavens.    He-Man leapt onto the back of his armored tiger.   "This beast is cunning.   Because of your smaller size you can out run him."      Battle Cat nodded to He-Man.        Ghondra made a pass over and spat a stream of flame from his lion head.     Battle Cat leapt into the air and dodged the fire stream.       It was now the eagle head's turn.     Ghondra's eagle head opened it's eyes wide and fired a massive blast of energy.         Battle Cat leapt through the space between the two beams and cleared the blast completely.      As Battle Cat landed on the scorched ground He-Man unsheathed his battle axe and took careful aim.     With precise marksmanship Adam hurled his axe and it met it's mark.       A shrill cry echoed through out the volcanic desert as the Vulnarian's battle axe impaled the right eye of the beast's eagle head.       The lion head answered with another venting of flame from it's mouth.     Battle Cat once again leapt clear and as he did one of Ghondra's massive paws swing out and smacked into the tiger.        He-Man was thrown out of the saddle as Battle Cat was hurled into the air. The tiger crashed into a volcanic black rock wall.        





       He-Man used his powerful legs and leapt high into the air.    He landed on the lion head and plunged his power sword into the beast's forehead.   The lion head roared in anger.     Ghondra's lion head shook violently and shook He-Man off.      The Sword of Power was left embedded in the forehead of the lion head.         He-Man landed flat on his back on the scorched desert floor below.       Battle Cat took a flying leap into the air towards the lion head.      The eagle head focused it's remaining eye and fired a blast of energy that smacked into the armored tiger knocking him back to the ground.        Ghondra smashed one of his mammoth paws down on He-Man and shifted his weight into the step.        He-Man resisted by placing his hands on the underside of the paw and pushed upward with his mighty inhuman strength.        Ghondra put more force into his step but it wasn't a match for the Vulnarian's strength.      He-Man pushed the paw off of him and regained his footing.         Both heads looked down at He-Man.    "Such resistance from a puny human." said the lion head.        Battle Cat staggered to his feet and roared loudly into the air.    The eagle head pointed it's beak at He-Man and rammed down hard.        He-Man dodged the attack as the eagle head's beak struck the desert floor.     The ground shook violently.       He-Man swung a fist and, focusing his mighty strength, punched the eagle head hard.          The mammoth eagle head swayed back from the blow and the lion head swung down to take it's place.     








     Before the lion head could attack with a stream of flames He-Man leapt up and landed on it's forehead.       He pulled his power sword from the creature's flesh and stabbed down hard into the same impression left by the sword.       The Sword of Power began to glow and lightning-like energy lanced outward from the blade and into the lion head's flesh.        Glowing cracks formed in the lion's flesh and skull.        He-Man withdrew the power sword and landed a powerful kick to the creature's forehead.     The lion head screamed as the upper part of it's face exploded apart.       Pieces of levithan skull and flesh landed on the ground below.      Crimson blood flowed to the ground like a macabre  waterfall.     He-Man leapt onto the creature's back as the lion head fell to the ground with a tremendous thud.      The eagle head swung up and Battle Cat leapt onto it and sunk his powerful jaws into it's feathered flesh.        He-Man ran up along Ghondra's back and climbed onto the top of the eagle head.     Battle Cat swiped at the eagle's forehead with his claws.      The eagle head shook violently and Battle Cat went flying off as He-Man held on tightly.       The armored tiger landed feet first on the desert floor.       He-Man leapt down onto the creature's beak and pulled his battle axe from the eagle head's impaled eye.          Sheathing his axe He-Man did a backflip off of the creature's beak and landed in the saddle on Battle Cat's back.     





       The eagle head looked down upon it's deceased counter part and cried out.    "You shall pay for this!!    You shall not escape the wrath of Ghondra!!"     The eagle head turned to look down at He-Man and Battle Cat and fired another energy beam.        He-Man drew his power sword and swung the glowing blade deflecting the energy beam back at it's creator.     The eagle head screamed in terror as the deflected beam ripped through it's skull and brain.          Battle Cat leapt back as the remaining head and body of the creature fell to the desert floor.        Tremors shook the Sands of Fire from the impact.       Battle Cat held his ground until the shaking stopped.     He-Man sheathed his power sword and said  "Well Battle Cat he is all yours.  Eat until your hearts content."           Battle Cat made a gagging sound.   "I already tasted that creature when I bit it.       It tastes terrible.    I will pass on this one."        He-Man uttered a mighty laugh at the comment.








                                              Epilogue 








        Cries of celebration sounded through out the Ilmara village at the news of Ghondra's death.        He-Man, and Teela sat on the ground cross legged around a roaring campfire across from Keera and the Life Mother.     The Life Mother had a lavender cloak draped across her shoulders and lines of blue body paint adorned her face and bared breasts.  Her hair was dark and long draping across her back.      "For avenging the deaths of my daughters I announce you and your people as eternal friends to the Ilmara people.     We will honor you with our aid whenever you need it."       The Life Mother took a  pipe out from under her cloak and lit it with a glowing twig from the campfire.       "To seal our oath of friendship each of us will inhale the holy smokes of this ceremonial pipe."       The Life Mother inhaled from the pipe and blew out a curled stream of smoke.       Keera did the same and passed it to He-Man.           After he was finished He-Man passed it to Teela.     She took a puff from the pipe and uttered out a choking cough from the smoke.        She looked upon the face of the Life Mother and said  "I mean no disrespect.      I just haven't gotten accustomed to your ceremony.  The women of my city usually do not smoke at all and therefore cannot tolerate it in their systems."    The Life Mother smiled at Teela.    "That is all right Sister Teela.     You have not offended."       Battle Cat napped nearby as the Life Mother, Keera, Teela and He-Man talked of the future of their peoples as the sun sank below the horizon.





                                                     The End  


