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                                                  Part Four: Gathering Defense








           The monorail car came to a gentle stop deep within a vast cavern.   The canopy hissed open and He-Man leapt out.    He saw a staircase carved into the nearest cavern wall.   He-Man  ran up the staircase with great haste.   Time was very precious.    Soon Hordak would summon his forces to Castle Grayskull and He-Man felt he had to be there with Eldor and Lord Tytus as soon as he possibly could.        As soon as he reached the top of the staircase He-Man was struck with awe at the various stone statues of Lord Tytus.    The statues themselves were most likely as massive as the ancient lord of the warrior giants himself.       He-Man looked around but there seemed to be no sign of life within the ancient temple of Mount Tytus.   For a moment he was actually doubting that Lord Tytus and Eldor were even still alive after all of these eons.     Just then the ground began to shake with the thunder of giant foot steps.











         The area in front of Castle Grayskull was now occupied with the combined forces of Snake Mountain and Eternos City.      Fisto had gone with the forces dispatched to Grayskull while Man-At-Arms took a small number of forces to Eternos City.    Stratos had returned to Avion after the battle at Central Tower to rally the forces of the birdmen.        "Take defense positions in front of Castle Grayskull." commanded Fisto.    The Eternos forces obeyed and began moving into defense formation directly in front of the vast abyss that protected the castle by seperating it from the main ground.        





       The Sorceress looked down at the thousands of troops from high atop the roof of Castle Grayskull.         Teela stood beside her.    "Mother,   do you know when the Horde forces might strike?"     The Sorceress turned to her daughter and said  "No.    They could come anytime now and I am growing worried."       Teela embraced her mother lovingly.  "There is nothing to worry about.    Adam shall return soon and he and the allied forces of Eternia  will show Hordak that he will never make his evil ambitions come to light."           The Sorceress hugged Teela back and softly murmured  "I hope so or all of Eternia is doomed."








       Man-At Arms and the small faction of the Eternos forces he led were shocked to see most of Eternos City in ruin.    The dead and wounded cluttered the streets and buildings smoldered while some were still alight in crimson flames.      Duncan hurriedly rushed his forces to the smoldering ruin of the royal palace of King Randor and Queen Marlena.           Duncan's forces burst  through the heavy oak doors of the throne room and were shocked at the carnage they found within.      Smoldering bodies of Royal Guardsmen littered the floor.      Among them were Clamp Champ and Snout Spout.     Duncan stifled the sick feeling he felt as he gazed upon the headless body and severed head of his king.        Suddenly Duncan was roused out of his slight trance by one of the guardsmen that accompanied him.    "Sir!   Lord Snout Spout still lives but he needs medical care at once!"       Duncan turned away from the body of Randor and rushed to the aid of the only survivor of the massacre.         Duncan knelt down beside Snout Spout, who was sprawled on the  floor.        "Snout Spout.   What happened here?   Who did this?" he asked.         Snout Spout turned his head to gaze upon Duncan.    With shallow breaths Snout Spout only rasped out one word.    "H..Hordak."   








      He-Man braced himself for what he might encounter in the ancient cavernous hall he stood within.    His right hand hovered just above the handle of the Sword of Power just as the giant footsteps grew ever so closer.    Out of the darkness emerged a thirty foot tall,muscularly built, armored giant.     It was Lord Tytus,  He-Man recognized him from the ancient stories told to him as a boy.    Tytus' head was covered with a helmet all except his face and his long dark hair flowed out from beneath the helmet and graced his shoulders.           On Tytus' right shoulder stood an old man covered in a brown shroud.      "Greetings,   Adam of Eternos, descendant of He-Ro and keeper of the Sword of Power." uttered the old man.    He-Man knelt to the ground.         Tytus offered a hand and the old man stepped into the giant's  massive open palm.        Tytus lowered the old man to the ground and set him down in front of the kneeling He-Man.         The old man placed his hands on He-Man's shoulders and said "Arise Adam.    It is I who should be kneeling to you."             He-Man arose and said " Master Eldor I could not help but kneel.      I am now in the presence of the greatest warriors Eternia has ever seen."              Lord Tytus cast his gaze down to He-Man.    "You are a great warrior yourself.    You have the blood of King Grayskull and He-Ro flowing through you."               He-Man bowed.    "Thank you Lord Tytus."           








         After a few seconds Tytus picked up He-Man and Eldor and placed them on his shoulders.    "I shall get you back to Castle Grayskull faster than any machine could." spoke the giant.       As Tytus began to walk He-Man called over to Eldor.    "The Sorceress sent me here to you.     I see that you already know the reason why."           Eldor nodded.   "Indeed.   But we will only help you defend Castle Grayskull and Eternia.    It is you who must defeat Hordak."            "I do not see how I can defeat Hordak this time around.       The Sorceress has told me that Hordak now possesses the god-weapon the Sword of Rakash.     Such power would be a great challenge to me." said He-Man.   By now Tytus was outside of his massive mountain fortress carved in his likeness.         With great steps Lord Tytus  began to cover the vast terrain of the deserts with relative ease .       "The Sword of Power is just one half of the solution to your problem." said Eldor.     He-Man looked to the sword sheathed to his back and looked back to Eldor.  "I don't understand.    Please enlighten me with your great wisdom.   Tell me what you mean."             Eldor then answered  "When we arrive at Castle Grayskull all of your questions shall be answered."            He-Man nodded as Lord Tytus began to run.     He-Man and Eldor held on as the giant carried them across the Sands of Time.      








      Within a short amount of  time Lord Tytus arrived at  Castle Grayskull.    The allied Eternian armies were shocked to see the giant warrior.     Tytus picked up his passengers and reached across the abyss and set both of them on the castle roof top beside Teela and The Sorceress.       Teela embraced her husband and said  "  I am glad you have returned Adam.    My father just communicated us with sorrowful news that you should hear."      Adam looked into his wife's eyes.   "What is wrong Teela?"       "Eternos has been attacked.    The city is in ruin but that is not the worst news."    Teela paused a moment as tears streamed down her face.     "The king and queen... your parents..."     Adam placed his hands on Teela's shoulders while Eldor and The Sorceress looked on.      "Your father has been killed and your mother has been captured.    Snout Spout has said that Hordak is responsible."   Teela blinked through her tears and met Adam's gaze.     She could see the sorrow in Adam's eyes at hearing this horrible news.    Then through that sorrow Teela could see anger.          He-Man turned his gaze down to the Eternos forces gathered below.         Skeletor and his forces were further ahead and out of ear shot as He-Man began to shout.     "A vile deed has been brought upon us.       Our city lies in ruin and our king has been murdered.     Our queen now is in enemy hands but I swear to you the honor of my family and our people will be restored.        Hordak and his forces will fall and I shall personally punish him for the hell he has brought to the peoples of this world!"            The Eternos warriors all cheered in honor of He-Man's words of determination.        Adam turned  his back to the forces and, with tear filled eyes, whispered  "Hordak will pay for this.    I will drive my sword through his skull."  








          


