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                                      Part One Of Five: Venom








       The snake soldiers, with force lances drawn, began to close in on She-Ra, Rio Blast, Extendar and the mysterious Zodac.    King Hiss stood from his throne and cackled with glee. "Zodac.   You and your extinct race were foolish to believe that I would abide by your treaty.    Now you shall be desssstroyed by my warriorssss."       Rio looked at She-Ra and said in a nervous tone  " Uh, you can call upon that power of Grayskull anytime now."      She-Ra began to scan the room for anything she could use to decrease the numbers of the snakes.     Then she spotted several massive chandeliers suspended from the black stone ceiling.      With a great burst of agility She-Ra leapt up into the air and landed on a rafter beam.     Some of the snake soldiers opened fire at her with their force lances.     She-Ra ran across the rafter beam dodging energy fire.    She aimed for the ropes supporting four chandliers and hurled her sword away.    The Sword of Protection became a whirling projectile and easily sliced through the row of ropes.      The chosen chandliers dropped from the ceiling and landed on snake soldiers that scrambled for safety. Those that were under the chandeliers were crushed to death.     She-Ra's sword came to a stop as it stuck fast in a far stone walled corner of the room.    In the confusion Rio Blast aimed his photon blasters at King Hiss and opened fire.    The laser beams impacted forcefully with an invisible force field that surrounded the serpent monarch.     Kobra Khan hissed loudly  "How dare you fire at my masssster."   The Snake Man spat out a long stream of acidic venom at Rio.    A blast from Zodac's staff  impacted with the stream and dispersed it in all directions at snake soldiers still rattled from She-Ra's attack.   





   She-Ra, having retrieved her sword, leapt down from the rafters and rejoined her comrades.    Force lance fire erupted just as a force shield, thanks to She-Ra's sword, formed around the three humans and the droid protecting them from the onslaught.    King Hiss was getting angry.  "SSSSnake Men!!!  Assssemble!!!"    Three other snake people came out of the shadows and gathered around Kobra Khan and King Hiss.    A big muscle bound brute called out " Rattlor here!"       A snake man two times smaller than Rattlor with serpent like arms called out  "SSSSqueeze here!!".   The third snake man was about the standard size of Hiss and Khan and had a face that looked like a combination of human and snake features spoke up without the common snake lisp  "Snake Face here!!!"       Rio looked about at his comrades and said  "Am I the only one who thinks that role call was corny?"      Zodac replied  " They are not something to joke about.   Those are the Snake Men, King Hiss' elite warriors.   They are the beings that were called forth personally by King Hiss to exterminate the Cosmic Enforcers."    She-Ra frowned.   Rio looked worriedly around as more snake soldiers poured in from all entry points.    "Say Zodac.   Could you get us out of here? 


We are seriously outnumbered!!"      "Agreed." said Zodac.   With a wave of his staff the four of them vanished in a flash of light that left many snake soldiers puzzled.      "They have esssscaped from these chamberssss but knowing Zodac like I do they have not left the planet." said King Hiss,  "SSSSearch for  them  through out the kingdom.   I want the four of them hunted down and desssstroyed."      Hiss then turned to the Snake Men and said "I want the four of you to take care of them perssssonally.  My sssstandard warriorssss, even though great in number, will not find them.   The four of you, however, know how to find them."    The Snake Men saluted their king.    "I know I sssspeak for my bretheren when I ssssay that we shall not fail you." said Rattlor.





        Several miles away from Viper Tower and King Hiss' capital city  She-Ra and company had rematerialized in a thick dark forest.    Zodac sat on the moss covered ground in a meditative state while Extendar was on watch duty and used his ability to stretch his neck above the tree tops to scout for any oncoming snake soldiers.      Rio leaned against a nearby tree regretting that he had even decided to come on this mission.      She-Ra stood nearby, with her arms crossed, looking at Zodac.    "I know that you are afraid Rio.  I'm not too happy about this either." said She-Ra continuing her gaze on the mysterious Zodac.     "I am just a bounty hunter.   Not a commando.   I thought we were going to Eternia and not end up on this dark planet with the creatures of my child hood might mares." said Rio.    She-Ra turned to Rio. "Child hood night mares?"     Rio explained "Yeah, the kids older than me back home ,before the Horde had ever reached my sector of the galaxy, would tell impressionable little kids like me horror stories of King Hiss and the snake people.    Lets just say I had a lot of sleepless nights as a child."   She-Ra said to Rio in a reassuring tone " We will get out of this.    You must calm yourself though.   Being terrified of these creatures will only cloud your mind leaving you vulnerable for attack."      Rio ran over to Zodac and said "Since we are obviously not going to win out over a mass army of snake people could you please take us away from this planet?"      Without moving Zodac said " I cannot leave when Hiss has gone against the treaty.   I must enforce the treaty at all costs."     Suddenly a loud rustling was heard and Snake Face leapt out from a group of bushes in front of Zodac.   "You aren't going to enforce anything."     Snakes erupted out from Snake Face's head and his eyes glowed brightly.   Zodac could not avert his gaze in time as he was turned to stone.   She-Ra quickly shielded Rio's eyes and averted her own gaze.    "Don't look at him directly!!!   He will turn us to stone as well if we do." she said.      Out of the brush a long snake tongue whipped out of the brush and struck the stone Zodac and shattered him to pieces as if he were a statue.     





    The tongue receeded back into the brush and it's owner emerged.   He was an ugly looking brute like the rest of the Snake Men.    "Tung Lashor.  You missed role call." said Snake Face.    "At leasssst I didn't misssss any of the fun." said Tung Lashor.    Extendar, being a droid who couldn't be affected by Snake Face's power, opened fire upon the snake duo with his gauntlet blasters.      The duo dodged the blasts and Tung Lashor whipped out his long tongue and struck the droid knocking him to the ground.     Rio, with his eyes shut, was getting annoyed.  "I have had enough of this.  Chew on this." as he said that blaster cannons sprouted out from his arms and legs and opened fire on the duo.   Rio fired blindly on the snake duo.   Laser fire struck Snake Face knocking him away and also forcing him to revert to his powerless state while Tung Lashor dodged the salvo and whipped his elongated tongue out at Rio.    Just as the tip of the snake whip tongue was about to hit Rio  She-Ra swung her sword and sliced through the appendage cutting the tip of the tongue clean off.    Tung Lashor screamed in pain as he retracted his tongue.     The cannons receeded back into Rio's limbs.    She-Ra grabbed Rio by an arm and cried out "Run!!!"      Extendar joined his human comrades and sprinted away along with them.          Snake Face, wounded but alive, picked himself up off of the ground and screamed out "Tung Lashor you idiot!!!  They are getting away!!!"       Tung Lashor then screamed out   "That bitch cut off part of my tongue!!!"         "Then follow them and make her pay." ordered Snake Face.    Tung Lashor and Snake Face hurried after the trio as fast as they could.








     As they ran She-Ra asked Rio "How did you make those cannons sprout out of your limbs?"      "Simple," said Rio,  "My arms and legs are machine.   I lost my real ones back in a ambush on Teltax."       "The two Snake Men are catching up to us at a hurried rate." said Extendar  as his scanners were going on red alert.    She-Ra stopped running and so did Rio.    "What are you doing??   I thought you told us to run."  he said almost out of breath.    "They are faster than us.    We have to stop them here and now and I have an idea that just might work." said She-Ra.       She-Ra held her sword out in front of her.      The trio had stopped at a cliff side that over looked a raging river.   "Dive into that river and let it's current take you away from here." , ordered She-Ra, "I will stall our pursuers and join you as soon as I can."     Rio didn't want to leave She-Ra by herself to face the Snake Men but he felt She-Ra knew what she was doing.     He and Extendar leapt down into the river and swam away with it's current.      She-Ra waited until Rio and Extendar were out of sight and Tung Lashor and Snake Face were rushing towards her.   She-Ra cried out " May the Honor Return!!!"     A bright blinding yellow flash shot out from the sword and engulfed She-Ra.    The flash of light blinded the snake duo.    When the dazzling light faded Adora stood where She-Ra had.     Tung Lashor and Snake Face rubbed their eyes as they tried to regain their sight.    Adora hurriedly sheathed her sword and leapt into the raging river, diving under  the surface.    She let the current carry her away.  "My eyessss!!!" cried out Tung Lashor.    "She blinded us.  That bitch blinded us!!!" cried out Snake Face angrily as he and his partner were still blind long after Adora disappeared with the river's current.





      Adora resurfaced a few miles away from Rio and Extendar.    She slowly advanced to the shore line and collapsed on the soft sand.    'It worked.  It actually worked.' thought Adora who was tired from the swim.   After a very short rest  Adora stood up and unsheathed her sword.    "For the Honor of Grayskull." she cried out.    The water around her swirled about as the Sword of Protection glowed.    A streak of yellow light shot out from the sword and washed over Adora.     Her body took on an amazing metamorphisis.    She  slowly began to change into She-Ra.   She physically grew a few inches taller.    Her chest harnass, battle skirt, bracelets and black boots appeared on her.    She developed a mild muscular structure that would fit the female form.    Her black cloak appeared and unfurled about her.    The thin red cross appeared on the sword and also was emblazoned onto her chest harnass.   Her winged headress appeared onto her head while her blue eyes changed to emerald green and her blonde hair grew a few inches longer and turned to flame red.     She-Ra now stood in Adora's place and cried 


out " I Am She-Ra!!!"     The dazzling light faded.    She-Ra sheathed the Sword of Protection in the loop on the back of her chest harnass.    Wrapping her cloak about her She-Ra strode off in search of her comrades whom she sensed were only a few miles away. 





                                      


